Week 5 Online

Topic:  Leadership Theories

Assigned readings:


Butts, J. & Rich, K. (2013).  Philosophies and Theories for Advanced Nursing Practice (2nd ed.). Sudbury, MA:  Jones and Bartlett. 

Chapters  13-16

Program outcomes:  2, 3

Course Outcomes:  1, 2, 3, 4

Summary:

Readings for this week provide a discussion of theories which at first glance appear to be unrelated to clinical practice. However their relationship to the environment, economy and organizational behavior has direct relevance to the scientific underpinnings of advanced practice as recognized by the AACN.

When professional nursing is conceptualized, the environment is acknowledged as playing a major role in health status, and disease prevention/health promotion. Ethical dilemmas relative to the environment, through the lens of a theoretical perspective, do indeed hold relevance for human interaction and quality of life.

Economic theories, although not viewed as important by the novice nurse within the context of their professional practice, must play a significant role in the education and practice of advanced practice nurses. As economies go, so often do decisions relative to services offered to the citizenry of any country. Clearly economics is playing a critical role within the current political discourse and decisions made relative to health care reform.

Finally organizational behavior is a phenomenon which plays a major role in any practice setting, both in terms of how work is managed and in how decisions are made relative to resource allocation to support that work – patient care and health care delivery.

Discussion Questions:

Having read chapter 14 on economic theories, select one concept from any of the theories mentioned and relate it to the current health care debate and how/what decisions are being made.

