NG 701 Advanced Theoretical Foundations in Nursing

[image: image1.jpg]SR =

Brenau
Umver81ty

1878






Brenau University Mission Statement

Brenau University challenges students to live extraordinary lives of personal and professional fulfillment. As students pursue undergraduate and graduate degrees or non-degree programs at Brenau campuses and online, each prepares for a lifetime of intellectual accomplishment and appreciation of artistic expression through a curriculum enriched by the liberal arts, scientific inquiry and global awareness. 

Section 1: Contact Information

	Instructor:
	Jill Hayes, RN, PhD

	Telephone:
	Cell: 706-973-0229 

	Email:
	jhayes@brenau.edu

	Office Location:
	Atlanta Campus, 2931 Campus Drive, Norcross 

	Office Hours:
	By appointment


Section 2: Common Course Elements
	Textbook(s)/ISBN:
	Butts, J. & Rich, K. (2013). Philosophies and Theories for Advanced Nursing Practice (2nd. Ed.) . Sudbury, MA: Jones and Bartlett.ISBN13: 9781284041347
Brenau Thesis Guide

Parker, M.E & Smith, M.. (2015). Nursing Theories and Nursing Practice. (4th ed.). Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Co. ISBN13: 9780803633124
Department of Nursing Graduate Student handbook


	Supplementary Information:
	American Psychological Association (2009)   Publication manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th edition. 


	Course Description*: 
	This course introduces the graduate student to the significance and process of concept analysis and theory development. Current nursing theories, family theories and community health theories and theories from other disciplines are critically examined for their relevance to nursing practice, management and education.


	
	

	Program Outcomes


	Upon completion of the Master of Science in Nursing, the student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate role competency in a chosen specialty.

2. Demonstrate scholarly communication.

3. Apply evidence-based decision making.



	Course Learning Outcomes
	Evaluation Instruments Used

	Explain the philosophical underpinnings for nursing theory and practice and develop a personal philosophy of nursing. 
	Nursing philosophy paper/presentation, Criteria/Grading Rubric
Online Discussion Assignments, Criteria/Grading Rubric


	Describe the interrelationships between the development of nursing concepts and nursing theories.


	Concept Analysis Paper; Criteria/Grading Rubric
Online Discussion Assignments; Criteria/Grading Rubric


	Critically evaluate theories and conceptual models from nursing and other disciplines for use in advanced practice, education, management and research. 


	Theory Critique Presentation; Criteria/Grading Rubric
Online Discussion Assignments Criteria/Grading Rubric


	Demonstrate scholarly writing and presentation skills.
	Nursing Philosophy Paper; Criteria/Grading Rubric
Concept Analysis Paper; Criteria/Grading Rubric
Theory Critique Presentation; Criteria/Grading Rubric


University Class Attendance and Participation Policy

All grades and evaluations earned by the student and issued by the faculty are based upon the quality of the student's overall academic performance both in and out of class. Students are expected to attend and participate in class regularly, and to assume responsibility for meeting all requirements as specified in the course syllabus. Students should consult the specific policies for their divisions. Those divisions are Women’s College, Evening and Weekend College undergraduate, Evening and Weekend College graduate, and Online College. (See Catalog for specific requirements of each College.)
Academic Honesty

Brenau University is an academic community actively engaged in scholarly pursuits. As members of this community, students are expected to recognize and honor standards of  academic and intellectual  integrity. Brenau supports the ideals of scholarship and fairness by rejecting all dishonest work when it is submitted for academic credit. Brenau University encourages students to be responsible and accountable for their decisions and actions. It is Brenau’s hope that its students will uphold the honor of the university by refraining from every form of dishonesty in the community. Any attempt by students to present the work of others as their own or to pass an examination by improper means is regarded as a most serious offense and renders those students who do so liable to disciplinary action. Assisting another student in any such dishonesty, or knowing of this dishonesty and not reporting it, is also considered a grave breach of honesty. (See current Catalog for further information, as well as appeal process.)

The Brenau Honor Code: I promise to uphold the Brenau University honor code by refraining from every form of dishonesty and cheating in university life, and will strive to create a spirit of honesty and honor. Failure to do so is considered a breach of trust toward the faculty and student body. I accept this commitment as a personal responsibility to refrain from and to report all forms of dishonesty and cheating.

Grading System

Academic progress, and graduation honors are all determined by grades submitted by the instructors at the conclusion of each semester. Final grades represent a combination of cumulative quantity and quality in a student's course work for that semester.
The grading system is as follows:

	Grade 
	Interpretation
	Quality

Points
	

	A 
92-100
	Excellent
	4
	A grade of “A” signifies an exceptional, clear, and creative grasp of the concepts of the course with demonstrated ability to apply this knowledge to specific problem situations. It also means that the student has actively participated in class activities and has completed all material in a neat and timely manner. The material indicates that the student spent extra time, personal energy, and critical reflection in an effort to demonstrate exceptional work.

	B 
83-91
	Good
	3
	A grade of “B” signifies a solid understanding of the major concepts of the course and the ability to apply those concepts. It also means that the student’s effort and class participation have exceeded the minimal basic requirements for the course. All assignments were judged to be solid in content and were completed in a timely manner.

	C 
75-82
	Average
	2
	A grade of “C” signifies a satisfactory understanding and application of the concepts of the course as well as minimal participation in class activities. It also indicates that the student completed the appropriate assignments that satisfied the basic course requirements.

	D
65-74 
	Poor
	1
	A grade of “D” signifies a below average demonstration and application of the concepts of the course and/or inadequate preparation in class activities. It may also indicate that assignments were not completed in a satisfactory or timely manner.

	F 
<65
	Failure
	0
	A grade of “F” signifies that the student has not demonstrated adequate understanding or application of the course material. It may also indicate that the student has not met the attendance or assignment requirements.


Please note that Email is the official means of communication for the University, and all students and faculty are required to utilize the BRENAU Email system. Please check your Brenau Email account daily while classes are in session and use it for all University correspondence.

Course Evaluation Instruments and Grading

	Course Evaluation Instruments
	Weighting

	Online Discussion Assignments 
	30%

	Nursing philosophy paper
	20%

	Theory Critique Presentation
	25%

	Concept Analysis Paper
	25%


Online Discussion Assignments Participation Rubric 

Each week you will be posed a question from the assigned readings. The first week the question will be posted by the first day of this class and that first posting will be due by midnight on Wednesday . In subsequent weeks your posting will be due each Friday by midnight  with the exception of the last week of the course. That discussion question posting will be due Friday.  Each posting is to include a posting from each student addressing the topic/question and supported by references from your textbooks and/or current literature. When utilizing the literature, any articles must have been published in 2008 or more recently. In addition, each student is to respond in a meaningful/discussant manner to one other student’s original posting. Please limit the number of “response postings” you do so as to eliminate duplication and also save your valuable time!

Nursing Philosophy Paper

You will develop a nursing philosophy paper which should clearly reflect your personal philosophy of nursing. The paper should include the identification and examination of your own perspective (definition) of nursing’s metaparadigm of nursing, person, health and environment, as well as the identification of other concepts that you believe should be a part of our metaparadigm. Discuss how these concepts interrelated in terms of how you understand and accomplish your work.  Give one or more examples from your work that captures the essence of your philosophy. What is important in your practice of nursing including your values, beliefs and assumptions about nursing as science and art? 

Pediatric Nurses: what is your philosophy regarding the nursing care of children?

Hospice Nurses: What is your philosophy regarding the care of people at the end of life? Mental Health Nurses: what is your philosophy of mental health nursing?

Get the idea? This paper should go beyond the usual global view of nursing. It should reflect your experience in practice and your particular area of practice. You may want to draw a model to illustrate your practice philosophy. 

This paper should be written in your own words. No citations are required; however, if the writings or statements of others have influenced your philosophy, these can be included and should be properly cited. This instructional activity should help you identify concepts you believe are important in nursing, one of which you may explore in your concept analysis paper.

The paper should be double spaced, APA (American Psychological Association) format and 2-3 pages in length.—no more!  

The paper may be presented and discussed in class. This will be an informal presentation in a round-table format.

Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Possible Points
	Earned Points (Feedback sheet) 

	Definition of nursing’s metaparadigm and other key concepts. Discussion of  interrelationship of concepts. 
	25
	

	Articulates values, beliefs and assumptions about nursing as science and art.
	20
	

	Evidence that philosophy emanates from practice and applies to personal practice.
	20
	

	Paper is well organized with well-developed paragraphs and artful transitions between paragraphs
	15
	

	Spelling and grammar
	10
	

	APA (no cover page or abstract is required)
	10
	

	Total 
	100
	


Presentation Guidelines
This is a pairs’ presentation. You will be instructed as to the method of selection of your presentation partner. You will select a grand theory or a middle range theory of nursing and develop a class presentation following synthesized method of analysis A  power point is not required for this presentation; however, you may use any means of audiovisual aids to enhance your presentation e.g.  PowerPoint, overheads, posters, props. You are required to provide a handout for each student in the class summarizing the presentation. The handout should include the following: 

· Title of theory; theorist’s name, affiliation,

· Main idea of the theory

· List of assumptions of the theory (if applicable)

· List of major concepts of the theory with concept definitions or brief description of the concepts. 

· Your list of references

The handout should no more than 2 pages plus the reference page. Bullet lists and diagrams are encouraged. The handout should assist the class in following the presentation and should be kept for use in future courses. 

Your presentation can only be approximately 10 minutes in length and you must adhere strictly to the time limits. Your presentation should address the following components 

I. Theory Description

a. Profile of theorist

b. Purpose and scope or level of theory

c. Origin of theory

d. Major concepts and propositions

II. Theory Analysis

a. Are concepts clearly defined and logically connected?

b. Is there a model or diagram that contributes to clarifying theory.? 

c. Are concepts measureable (operationally defined)?

d. Can you understand it well enough to apply it to practice or research? 

III. Theory Evaluation. 

a. Is the theory congruent with current nursing practice?

b. Has it been tested (give an example of one research article using the theory as a framework)
c. Is the theory culturally relevant? 

d. Does the theory contribute to the discipline/science of nursing

e. Would you find this theory useful? How? In what context/setting?

This is a formal presentation, so the student(s) should dress in a professional manner and be prepared to stand and speak to the class. Grading will be based on completeness and accuracy of the content; organization and clarity of the presentation; quality of the handout provided; and the presenter’s general appearance and professionalism.
Theory Presentation Grading Rubric
	Criteria
	Possible Points
	Points Awarded
	Comments

	Description of Theorist and main ideas
	10
	
	

	Origin of theory and major concepts/concept linkages
	10
	
	

	Analysis of theory: critique organization, clarity, consistency of statements, logic of  propositions/linkages, operational definitions for concepts. 
	20
	
	

	Overall Evaluation: how comprehensive or specific; cultural relevance; relevance to practice; strengths and weaknesses, usefulness to your practice/nursing science/ nursing research. 
	20
	
	

	Presentation: Well- organized, ideas clearly communicated, creativity, evidence of collaboration of partners, 
	20
	
	

	Handout meets criteria in guidelines. 
	20
	
	

	Total 
	
	
	


Concept Analysis Paper  -  25% of final course grade
The purpose of this paper is twofold. First, the development of this paper will challenge your thinking and help you deepen your critical thinking skills to include deconstructionist thinking, creative thinking and critical evaluation of research and theoretical evidence.  Secondly, you will gain an understanding of and appreciation for the necessity of precision in our professional language as it applies to our theory, research and practice. 

You will use the method of concept analysis developed by Walker and Avant to deconstruct an abstract concept and arrive at a fresh and precise definition of the concept. All steps of the process should be followed.

A concept of relevance to nursing practice is chosen and the paper should include background and rationale for the choice of the concept. In this section of the paper you should be clear on the purpose of your paper including context in which you use the concept and for which you will analyze the theory, e.g. the area of practice, age group of patient, etc.

The analysis of the concept will start with a literature review through which you determine the current uses of and definition of the concept. The literature review should include a minimum of 5 sources and should include uses of the concept by other disciplines. Published concept analyses of the concept may be included.  

You will analyze current uses of the concept and arrive at the core defining attributes of the concept. This should be a precise list of core defining attributes as the concept applies to your purpose and context.  Briefly describe your rationale for the selection of these attributes. End this section with a definition of the concept using the core attributes. 

Next you will discuss any ways that have been developed to measure this concept (empiric referents) and/or your ideas on observations, assessments, or measurements that could determine the presence or absence of the concept. It will not always be possible to identify exact measurement methods but this should be addressed at least in terms of what should be done to develop ways of measuring (empirical referents) for the concept. 

From the list of core defining attributes you will use your creative thinking to develop cases that further clarify the use of the core attributes and application of the concept definition.  These are little stories that demonstrate the presence or absence of the core defining attributes of the concept.  You are required to develop a model case, a contrary case, and a related case.. 
The next section of the paper is your analysis of antecedents and consequences.  Discuss what must happen preceding the concept—what causes the concept; what must be in place prior to the manifestation of the concept.  Discuss the consequences of the concept. What follows the concept? There may be perceived negative or positive consequences.  Antecedents and consequences may be cited from the literature and/or may be your own thinking.

Finally provide a summary of your paper.  Include the relevance of this concept to nursing and how this concept should be used and/or further developed.

This paper should be in APA format to include a title page, abstract, and reference page.  All references should be properly cited in the body of the paper and quoted material properly defined with quotation marks and page numbers in the citation.  The paper should be well organized with careful attention to sentence structure, paragraph construction, grammar and spelling.  It is expected that these paper s will be an average of 8-10 pages in length. 

Concept Analysis Paper Grading Rubric

	
	Possible Points
	Points Awarded/Comments

	Back ground and purpose clearly described
	10
	

	Demonstrates analysis of relevant literature to determine definitions and uses and arrive at core defining attributes.  
	20
	

	Creative and accurate development of cases.
	20
	

	Logical and clear development and discussion of empirical referents, antecedents and consequences
	15
	.

	Conclusions regarding concept definition, usefulness, application, research
	15
	

	Paper organization, sentence/paragraph structure, grammar, spelling
	10
	

	APA
	10
	

	Total
	100
	


Professionalism 
The expectation of the Brenau Nursing Graduate program is that you will exhibit professionalism throughout your participation in the program. This includes, but is not limited to, behaviour within the classroom and clinical environments and communication, either written or verbal, with fellow students, faculty and university administration. Any behaviour or communication deemed unprofessional by faculty, students, or administration will result in loss of grade and/or disciplinary action proscribed by the faculty. Please see the Graduate Program professionalism policy.
Class Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Text Assignment

	
	
	

	 Week 1 Online 
Jan 9 - 15

	Overview of Theory and Philosophy of Nursing
	Butts & Rich Ch. 1-2, 4
Parker, Ch. 1

	Jan 9 
On Campus
Atlanta Campus
	Course Orientation 

Caritas Theory – Guest lecturer
	

	Week 2 Online 
Jan 16 - 22
 
	Concept Analysis and Theory Development

	Butts & Rich Ch 2
Walker & Avant, Ch 10 (TBA)


	Week 3 Online
Jan 23 – 29
	Theory Analysis and Evaluation
	Parker, Ch. 2-3
Butts & Rich Ch 24

PHILOSOPHY PAPER DUE Jan 24th

	Week 4  Online 

Jan 30 – Feb 5
 
	Theories of education, ethics, communication
	Butts & Rich Ch 6-12

 

	Week 4

 Feb 6
ON GROUND CLASS

ATLANTA CAMPUS
	THEORY PRESENTATIONS DUE
	

	Week 5 Online

Feb 6 - 12

	Leadership Theories


	Butts & Rich Ch 13-16



	 Week 6 Online

Feb 13 - 19

	Select Theories


	Butts & Rich Ch 17-23

	Week 7 Online

Feb 20 - 26

	Nursing Theory – The future
	Butts & Rich Ch 25

CONCEPT ANALYSIS PAPER DUE Feb 25th


School of Health and Science


Department of Nursing


Online, Spring 2016
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